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Unit Title: Exploration, Real and Imagined 

 

Unit Designers: 5th grade ELA team 

 

Level(s): 5th grade 

 

Time Span: 6 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   
Students choose an exemplar text with a dreamlike context—such as Alice in Wonderland or The Little 

Prince—to read with their peers and to examine what we can learn from the characters’ experiences and 

development. If students have the opportunity to view performances of the books they can also discuss 

how the performances are similar to and different from the book. Additionally, students read 

informational texts such as My Librarian Is a Camel: How Books Are Brought to Children Around the 

World or biographies of explorers in order to apply lessons learned from literature to informational text. 

Students also create an individual semantic map of the word exploration in order to help their 

understanding of the real and fictional characters studied in this unit. Finally, this unit ends with an 

informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question. 

 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
RL.5.5:  Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure 

of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

RL.5.7:  Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text 

(e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

RI.5.8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying 

which reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

RF.5.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

W.5.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

W.5.5: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.. 

SL.5.2: Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

L.5.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 

 Knowledge: 
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Students should be able to make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or 

oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and 
directions in the text.  

Students should be able to identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support 

particular points.  

 

 Skills: 

Student should be able to conduct short research projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

Students should be able to identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support 

particular points.  

Students should be able to integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.  

 

Enduring Understandings: 
Exploration can lead to understanding or self and the world around you.  

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
What do people, real or imagined, learn from exploring their world?  

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

 

 Knowledge: 
Students will be able to summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is 

supported by reasons and evidence.  

Students will be able to analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, 

tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, 

poem).  

Students will be able to engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 

 Skills: 
Students will be able to compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and 

adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics.  

Students will be able to integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  

Students will keep track of words studied while reading. These words will be sorted by prefix, 

suffix, root words, meaning, spelling feature, and so on. 

 

Students will listen to the song "The Little Prince” by Steve Schuch. Read the lyrics. Discuss 

similarities and differences between the song and the book.  

 

Students will write an informative/explanatory essay in response to the essential question (“What 

do people, both real and imagined, learn from exploring their world?”).  
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Students will research a famous explorer and his/her contributions to understanding of the world, 

and present their findings to their class.  

 

Students will read and view Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and /or The Little Prince in order 

to discuss the similarities and differences between the text version and media version.  

 

Students will write opinion pieces regarding characters and their choices from stories read in 

class.  

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
  Poems 

 “Against Idleness and Mischief” (Isaac Watts) 

 “Queen of Hearts” (Mother Goose, Anonymous) 

 “The Spider and the Fly” (Mary Howitt) 

 “The Star” (Ann and Jane Taylor) 

 “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Bat” (Lewis Carroll) 

Stories 
 Alice in Wonderland (Campfire Graphic Novel) (Lewis Carroll, adapted by Louis Helfand and Rajesh 

Nagulakonda) 

 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Lewis Carroll) 

 The Little Prince (Antoine de Saint-Exupéry) 

Autobiography/Biography 
 René Magritte (Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists) (Mike Venezia) 

 Salvador Dali (Artists in Their Time) (Robert Anderson) 

Nonfiction 
 Kids During the Age of Exploration (Kids Throughout History) (Cynthia MacGregor) 

 Who is Neil Armstrong? (Roberta Edwards, Nancy Harrison, and Stephen Marchesi) 

 Who was Ferdinand Magellan? (S.A. Kramer, Nancy Harrison, and Elizabeth Wolf) 

 Who was Marco Polo? (Joan Holub, John O’Brien, and Nancy Harrison) 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Art viewing: Giorgio De Chirico, The Disquieting Muses; Sir John Tenniel, Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland  

 

This unit can be extended to teach Science: Oceanography (e.g. surface, subsurface land features, ocean 

floor, composition of sea water, currents, tides, marine life, etc); desert habitats (e.g. what lives in a 

desert? What adaptations would be needed by man to live in a desert? Etc)  

 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Audio books 

Music 

On-line instructional resources (see below) 

 

Instructional Resources: 
 “Give One Get One”  

 The Original Alice: Alice’s Adventures Underground  

 Book Report Alternative: Examining Story Elements Using Story Map Comic Strips 

(ReadWriteThink) (RL.5.5) 

 Using Picture Books to Teach Characterization in Writing Workshop (ReadWriteThink) (RL.5.2) 

 Character Trading Cards (ReadWriteThink) (RL.5.5)  

Viewing of art pieces online  
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Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

In development 


